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The Stove Kicks Off Nithraid 2016 with a Month of Activities
The Stove welcomes you to join them in a month of activities leading up to the legendary Nithraid – this year the theme is ‘journeys and migration’ and the event shares a weekend with the first stage of the Tour of Britain cycle race in Castle Douglas. 
Matt Baker, lead artist on Nithraid, says, “It’s really exciting to see the event continue to grow and change with each passing year, for 2016 we’ve been overwhelmed by the support of local businesses and community groups – Dumfries is definitely pulling together for the Nithraid! New for 2016, we have the inclusion of Coastal Rowing and we’re also very lucky to be able to offer such high quality food produce, as well as a range of arts and activities on the Mill Green.”
 
Music for Travellers
On August 19th, The Stove will host a competition based acoustic night, featuring up and coming Dumfries musical talent. The winning act will have a place on the main stage at Nithraid on 3rd September, as well as the opportunity to have a song professionally recorded. Come along to watch and support our local musicians or take to the stage and join the local music scene, starting from 7pm. For more information and how to take part, please send an email to Euan at emacrory4@googlemail.com. 
Luminous Birds
On 2nd September, internationally renowned artist, Kathy Hinde, will be bringing her Luminous Birds Installation to Dumfries, and carrying out three different workshops over the weekend of Nithraid. The workshop on Friday evening (at The Stove) from 6pm-8pm, will involve creating a small animated flightpath of Luminous Birds, as well as a set of 8 paper birds for the flightpath. The workshops will continue on Saturday 3rd September at the Mill Green during Nithraid, with a Music Box Migrations workshop, which explores the idea of using a picture as a musical score, as well as learning how to make simple origami birds. 

Raid Day
Saturday 3rd September is the big day - the fourth staging of Nithraid; the daring sailing race, starting from the Solway Firth and sailing right up to the River Nith in the centre of Dumfries. While waiting for the boats to arrive, The Stove invites you to enjoy the ‘arts and food village’ at Mill Green, opposite the Whitesands, from 12 noon until 4pm. Join in with art activities and demonstrations for all ages, listen to acoustic music, visit a mini market of local food producers, as well as watching the procession of the legendary Salty Coo, starting from Dumfries High Street to Mill Green, where the winning skipper has the honour of lowering the Coo and releasing her into the river. 
The Stove is also pleased to be linking up with Stage 1 of the Tour of Britain, which will see cyclists reach Castle Douglas on Sunday 4th September. 
For more information, including how to take part, please visit www.thestove.org/nithraid 
Sponsors for Nithraid 2016 include People’s Project, McDermid Supply Co Ltd, Dumfries Timber Co, Monaghan’s Jewellery, Farries Kirk and McVean, Lowland Accountancy and The Yellow Door. 


End


Notes
The Stove Network is an artist-led organisation based in Dumfries and creating new activity and opportunities in the town centre based around The Stove, 100 High Street.
Contact:            Matt Baker                                 07855 957401                                 matt@thestove.org


Nithraid
Nithraid is a fun family event that takes place on and around the river. Nithraid is a celebration of the town’s long relationship with its river, highlighting the way the Nith connected Dumfries to the rest of the world through trade, goods (including Coos) and sailpower. It is created and produced by The Stove Network and is part of the groups mission to make creative opportunities for local people to be involved in the future of Dumfries.

Contact:               Mark Zygadlo                       07759636534                  mark@nithraid.co.uk 
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